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and a Journalist whose name was Lamennais.
He on the Catholic side, as Lafayette on the
Liberal^ had struck for freedom. Lainennais
was neither a republican nor a revolutionist.
To him religion meant everything he held
dear. He longed that the Catholic Church
should have power as it has authority, but
power by methods apostolic and proper to
itself, not by coercion from without but by
persuasion of the candid soul. He had pub-
lished in 1819 his " Essay on Indifference in
Matters of Religion," on the appearance of
which Frayssinous, the Gallican bishop,
exclaimed, " It is a book to awaken the dead."
It electrified the reading world in France by
its sombre, incisive eloquence. Its author
was hailed as the Catholic Rousseau; and
like his Genevan prototype he showed him-
self almost morbidly sensitive to criticism.
Leo XII. welcomed him at the Vatican, set
up the French apologist's portrait in his private
room, and as it would seem, created him
cardinal " in petto " ; but he was not allowed
by the French Government to announce his
elevation.

On  April    20,    1826,    the    extraordinary
sight was  seen  of  a  priest  charged befoi^
the   magistrates   in   Paris   by   the   puV*
prosecutor, under a Catholic ministry,